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of 1992. He was an indispensable resource to
the constituents of the 10th Congressional
District of Brooklyn, New York from 1993 to
2008, as Legislative Assistant and later as my
Legislative Director. Nobody had more zeal for
the job, and more loyalty to the office and the
constituents of the District.

An example of his service to the people of
Brooklyn was demonstrated in 1994 when we
received a phone call into the District office,
just before President Bill Clinton was forced to
send American troops to Haiti. The matter
concerned a 7 year old Haitian-American girl
that was living with her grandmother in Port-
au-Prince, and the last commercial Air France
flight had departed Haiti a few days earlier.
The mother, who lived in Brooklyn, was fright-
ened and deeply concerned for her daughter’s
safety. Her child, it seemed, was stranded in
what was soon to be a war zone with no way
out.

Alex spoke with the mother of the child and
told her to give him a few days and she will
have her baby home safe with her in Brooklyn.
On that Thursday, my Chief of Staff, Brenda
Pillors, informed me that | would need to be at
Kennedy International Airport the next day to
meet the mother of a 7 year old Haitian girl,
who lives here in Brooklyn and had not seen
her daughter in over a year. She further in-
formed me that Alex had arranged to fly the
child out of Haiti earlier that day on Mission
Flights out of Fort Lauderdale. | do not know,
nor did | ask, how Alex was able to get this
child out of Haiti just before the war started.
But he did it. This is an example of why the
staff always called Alex “Mr. Fix-it” and joked
that no one could ever figure it out but he was
able to get it done.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to say thank you to
Alexander J. Beckles for all his many years of
service on my Congressional staff, to this insti-
tution, and to the American people.

————
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Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, it's an honor to
rise for what will be my last time speaking as
a Member of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. The people of Indiana have
given me a new assignment.

But | rise tonight to pay a debt of gratitude
to all of those who gave me the privilege to
serve in this place. As a boy, | dreamed of
someday representing my hometown in our
Nation’s capital. Twelve years ago, the people
of the Sixth Congressional District made that
dream a reality. And so | begin tonight by sim-
ply saying ‘thank you’ to all of them for letting
me live that dream in these past 12 years, to
come to this place again and again, and to be
some small part of the story of this institution
and America’s story.

My only ambition in Congress was to look
out for my family and to keep my word to the
people who sent me here. To let my ‘yes’ be
‘yes’ and my ‘no’ be ‘no.” And it is my hope
that as people view the totality of my record
and my life, they'll see that we’ve done just
that.

There are those to thank tonight that made
that possible, and that’s what brings me to this
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task this evening. First, permit me to give
thanks to God, whose grace and mercy has
sustained us every day that we have served
the people of Indiana in this place.

Next, and on this Earth most of all, | rise to
honor and thank my beloved wife, Karen
Pence, whose love, whose support, whose
sacrifice, patience, and kindness, have made
all that | have done in the service to the peo-
ple of Indiana in this place, possible. Thanks
for believing in me. | love you and I'll see you
home. To our children: Michael, Charlotte, and
Audrey. They were 6, 7, and 8 when | first ar-
rived in this place and stood on this floor with
my right hand raised, 12 years ago. They are
now 18, 19, and 21. Thank you for your love.
But thank you for the sacrifices that you have
made so that we could live our dreams. Now
go make your dreams come true. | know every
one of you can.

To my colleagues with whom I've stood at
this place, shoulder to shoulder, doing free-
dom’s work, standing each and every day,
cheerfully on behalf of the founding principles
of this Nation: standing for a strong national
defense; for limited government; for economic
freedom; and for the moral foundations of this
Nation. You know who you are. And we will
take you from this place in our hearts always.
You know there’s a saying back home, when
you see a turtle on a fence post, one thing
you know for sure is that he didn’t get there
on his own.

So lastly what | want to do tonight, Mr.
Speaker, is really to pay a debt of gratitude to
the best congressional staff in American his-
tory. The men and women who have served
our efforts in this city, and at home in Indiana
for the past 12 years. | leave this body truly
humbled when | look back at the caliber of the
staff that we’ve been able to call to this mis-
sion, servant leaders all. They are men and
women who approached each and every day
with a servant leader’'s heart and made sac-
rifices over the years in order to serve the
people of Indiana with integrity and energy.
Names like Bill Smith and Lani Czarniecki;
Jennifer Pavlik and Josh Pitcock; Matt Lloyd
and Paul Teller; Marc Short and Sheila Cole,
Russ Vought and Mary Vought; Ryan Fisher,
LeAnne Holdman Gibbs and Chris Kiefer;
Brian Neale and Ryan Jarmula, just to name
a few. You know, | don't really have time to-
night to name all of the men and women who
served us in various capacities over these last
12 years. | submit each and every one of their
names to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD this
night.

Some people look on in Washington, D.C.,
and they are rightly frustrated. Some people
can come to this Nation’s capital and lose
their idealism. I'm not such a person. When |
walk out of this Capitol for the last time, | will
leave here with my idealism intact. | will con-
tinue to believe as our Founders did, that we
are one nation under God, rich with a purpose
yet to be fulfilled. That no matter how dark the
day may seem that we can be confident when
we stand for freedom and we do freedom’s
work, because freedom is not just our story,
it's His story. And when we stand for freedom,
however imperfectly, we make His work on
this Earth our own.

In the words of the poet | depart this place
saying,

The woods are lovely, dark, and deep.
But I have promises to keep,
And miles to go before I sleep,
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And miles to go before I sleep.

| say to my colleagues and friends and
neighbors in Indiana, my duties take me else-
where, but wherever providence leads this Na-
tion, let us ever remember that we have prom-
ises to keep for future generations of Ameri-
cans in preserving, protecting, and defending
the blessings of liberty for ourselves and our
posterity. And | know we’ll keep that promise
because we’re Americans.

Thank you for the honor of addressing you
tonight. And to the people of the Sixth Con-
gressional District: know that I'll always be
grateful for the privilege that you have given
me to serve in this place. And | will always
cherish my days in the People’s House.

May God bless the United States House of
Representatives, and all who serve her now,
and ever on this floor. And may God bless the
United States of America.
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Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Golden Eagle Distributors Inc.,
based in Tucson, Arizona, for its commitment
to converting its delivery fleet from diesel to
environmentally friendly compressed natural
gas (CNG).

Golden Eagle recently was honored by Nat-
ural Gas Vehicles for America with its CNG
Fleet & Station Program Award, presented at
the Natural Gas Vehicle Conference and Sum-
mit in Schaumburg, lllinois.

All 27 of the heavy-duty trucks operated by
Golden Eagle at its facilities in Tucson and
Casa Grande, Arizona have been or soon will
be converted to operate on compressed nat-
ural gas. The company also has a natural gas
fueling station that is open to the public and is
preparing to open a second public CNG fuel-
ing station. These efforts provide a strong in-
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centive to members of the general public to
operate a vehicle powered by compressed
natural gas.

Natural gas vehicles are good for the Amer-
ican economy because they operate on a do-
mestically produced fuel instead of relying on
oil that frequently comes from overseas. The
United States imports about half of the oil it
uses, but 98 percent of the natural gas used
in the United States is produced in North
America.

In addition, exhaust emissions from natural
gas powered vehicles are much lower than
those from vehicles powered by gasoline or
diesel. CNG vehicles produce 95 percent
fewer particulates, 80 percent less nitrogen
oxide and provide a reduction of 23 percent in
greenhouse gas emissions compared with die-
sel engines.

Christopher Clements, CEO of Golden
Eagle, made the commitment to switch from
diesel to compressed natural gas to reduce
the company’s carbon footprint. The result is
cleaner and healthier air in Southern Arizona.

Golden Eagle also was named Arizona’s
Greenest Workplace in 2010 by Mrs. Green’s
World, a website that promotes global sustain-
ability. The company was recognized for its re-
cycling and energy efficiency initiatives, em-
ployee carpooling and for its green transpor-
tation program.

| am proud to recognize Golden Eagle Dis-
tributors Inc. for its continued commitment to
operating as a model of environmental stew-
ardship.

IN HONOR OF MS. ALICE DAVIS

HON. LARRY KISSELL

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Sunday, December 30, 2012

Mr. KISSELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Ms. Alice Davis of Albemarle, NC,
and her service to our community.

Ms. Alice has been at the forefront of the ef-
fort to increase voter registration in our district,
and has worked tirelessly to do so. In addition
to this, she is very involved in the community
with her work with our veterans and the dis-
abled.

Today, | ask all Members of Congress to
join me in honoring Ms. Alice, a great Amer-
ican, and resident of North Carolina, the state
which | am proud to represent.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF ASHLEY
HONEYCUTT

HON. LARRY KISSELL

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Sunday, December 30, 2012

Mr. KISSELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the members of my Congressional
Staff who have served with me over the past
four years. As a Member of Congress, my
greatest responsibility was to provide excep-
tional constituent services to our district, and
my team did just that. | could not ask for a
more talented and dedicated team, and | take
great pride in the work that each staff member
has done on behalf of North Carolina’s 8th
District. Each District Staff member has shown
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